Gender: Female, M ale and Beyond

Fall 2007: ANTH/WS 389
MW 11:00-12:15, 107 Fraser Hall

Prof. Akiko Takeyama
E-mail: takeyama@ku.edu
Office: 614 Fraser Hall
Phone: 4-2645
Office Hours: M 2:00-4:00 or by appo

Course Description

This course will explore how gender and sexuality are constructed, experienced, and performed in awide
variety of cultural settings across time and space. The class will study biological explanation, materia
culture, cultural practice, and linguistic performance that discursively constitute masculinity and
femininity, and discuss how gender norms are enacted and/or challenged in everyday lives. We will ask:
What is gender? How does it impact on biological sex? How has gender and sexuality historically
transformed? How, for instance, are women variously represented in the media, by whom, and how do
women and men consume these images? How do such representations produce gendered oppression or
enable alternative genders? Employing gender as an analytical lens, this course also extends its scopeto
gendered and sexualized representation (e.g., the masculine as civilized and active vs. the feminine as
traditional and passive) in order to understand other forms of socia differences and inequalities such as
class, urban/rural regional differences, and race/ethnicity. Thus, this course will examine not only cultural
diversity of gender per se but also its dialectical relationship to hetero-normative patriarchy,
(post)colonial geopalitics, and global capitalism.

Class Format and Objective

We will interrogate the above issues through short lectures, class discussions, and group projects, as well
as via ethnographies, films, advertising, magazines, and other media. This course is designed to make the
otherOculture familiar and also challenge taken-for-granted social assumptionsin Western contexts. As
such, the goal of this course is twofold: anthropological understanding of human diversity and self-critical
examination of one@® own socio-cultural assumptions. Thus, reflexive and open-minded attitudes are
highly encouraged.

Requirements and Grading
1. Attendance and participation (30%)

1.1. Attendance and class participation (10%)

Attendance is mandatory. If you will miss a class for medical reasons or other emergencies,
please provide official documentation. Without the documentation, from the third absence on,
your course grade will be lowered by a half letter grade. (e.g., from A to A-).

1.2. Participation (20%)

This course is based heavily on discussion. Please attend class having carefully prepared for
discussion on the required reading beforehand. A Reading Guide is available on the Blackboard
under QAssignments.OPlease print out and use it for your preparation. For each class meeting,
you are required to bring one particular sentence from the assigned readings, along with your
insightful comments and/or questions about it. One sentence should be related to the keywords



and important concepts of the readings. Get ready for being called upon at random in class to
share your one sentence and also for in-class writing activities on assigned readings. Y our
comments, questions, and activities are part of your Participation grading.

Y our in-class and Blackboard discussions are equally evaluated since there are some outspoken
and shy people. Pick the best way to express yourself and contribute to the class discussion.

2. A Film Review Essay (10%)*

A 2-3 page review essay on afilm of your choice. Choose one of the six films shown in class and
write areview essay, linking an important topic in the film with other related class readings and
discussions on the topic. Y ou should cite at |east three readings. The review essay is due on the
following Monday after the screening of the film.

3. Take-home Midterm Essay Exam (30%)*

A 7-10 page written essay exam that consists of a couple of questions. Exam questions, along
with the grading guideline, will be posted QA ssignmentsOon the Blackboard one and half weeks
in advance, 10/8 (Mon). The exam submission is due on 10/17 (Wed).

*Without consultation in advance or an official document shown as a reasonable excuse, |ate
submission will be penalized.

4. Group Project: Ethnography of Gender (30%) . ]
Project detail will be posted on the Blackboard (under GAssignmentsQO.

Within the first three weeks, please find topics and themes you are interested in and communicate
with your classmates through the Blackboard® GForming GroupsO(under (Discussion Board). If
you have difficulty finding a group, please contact me. A group project entailing an ethnographic
study of gender requires various theoretical orientations and analyzing ethnographic data. The
process of research outline, references, and research progress needs to be reported weekly
through Blackboard Wiki. Group presentations are scheduled on Nov. 26, 28, and Dec. 3.

Required Readings
1. Textbooks
0 Foucault, Michel. 1990. The History of Sexuality: Volume | An Introduction.
0 Kulick, Don. 1998. Travesti: Sex, Gender, and Culture among Brazilian Transgendered
Prostitutes.
0 Mahmood, Saba. 2005. Politics of Piety: The Islamic Reviva and the Feminist Subject.

2. Other Assigned Readings

All other readings are available through the Blackboard (under GCourse MaterialsQ). Please print
out assigned readings and bring the copies (or a computer screenshot) in hand to class so that all
of us can locate ourselves on the same page when we have class discussions (including your one
sentence sharing).

3. Reading Guide
I will pos discussion questions for the following week by Sunday. Please read carefully and
prepare for Blackboard Discussion forums and in-class discussion.



Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism
| trust that you will abide by the standards of academic integrity outlined in the KU G\ cademic
Misconduct ProceduresO(Please review the procedure). The document is available through the
Blackboard (under CByllabusQ). Violations will result in grading penalties and may be referred to
the Office of the Dean of Students. When you draw inferences from othersOwork and ideas, you
should cite clearly and accurately.

I. Situating the Study of Gender

WK1
8/20(M) Course Introduction

8/22(W) Brief History of the Study of Gender in Anthropology

Mascia-Lees, Frances E., and Nancy Johnson Black. 2000. Gender and Anthropology. Prospect
Heights, Il1.: Waveland Press. Ch 1 Orhe History of the Study of Gender in AnthropologyOP1-12;
Ch2 Q\nalyzing TheoriesOP13-19.

WK2
8/27(M) Structuralist Approaches

Mascia-Lees, Frances E., and Nancy Johnson Black. 2000. Ch6 CBtructuralist ApproachesOP68-79.

Ortner, Sherry B. 1972. Is Female to Male as Nature isto Culture? Feminist Studies 1(2): 5-31.

8/29(W) Gender as an Analytical Category
>Film: “Dream World 11.” Jhally, Sut dir. (1992: 60 min) OR “Hip-Hop Beyond Beats & Rhymes.” Hurt, Byron
dir. (2007: 61 min)

Scott, Joan W. 1986. Gender: A Useful Caegory of Historical Analysis. American Historical Review
91(5): 1053-1075.

Il. Power, Knowledge, and Gender/Sexuality

WK3
9/3(M) NO CLASS (LABOR DAY)

9/5(W) Post-structuralist Approaches (1)

Mascia-Lees, Frances E., and Nancy Johnson Black. 2000. Gender and Anthropology. Ch7 Discourse
analysis and Sociolinguistic OrientationsOP80-84.

Foucaullt, Michel. 1990 [1976]. The History of Sexuality. Part One-Three QVe OGher Victorians,O
O'he Repressive Hypothesis,Oand Cscientia Sexualities.OP1-73.

@ Forming Groups for the Final Group Project

WK4
9/10(M) Post-structuralist Approaches (2)

Foucault, Michel. 1990 [1976]. The History of Sexuality. Part Four-Five Orhe Deployment of
SexualityOand (Right of Death and Power over Life.OP73-1509.



9/12(W) Situated Knowledge

Mascia-Lees, Frances E., and Nancy Johnson Black. 2000. Gender and Anthropology. Ch7 Discourse
analysis and Saociolinguistic OrientationsOP84-91.

Martin, Emily. 1991. The Egg and the Sperm: How Science has Constructed a Romance based on
Stereotypical Male-Female Rales. Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 16(3): 485-501.

Haraway, Donna J. 1988. Situated Knowledges. The Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege
of Partial Perspective. Feminist Studies 14(3): 575-599.

lll. Femininity, Masculinity, and the Body

WK5
9/17(M) Femininity and the Body (1)

Bordo, Susan. 1993. Unbearable Weight: Feminism, Western Culture, and the Body. Berkeley:
University of Cdifornia Press. Ontroduction: Feminism, Western Culture, and the BodyOP1-42.

9/19(W) Femininity and the Body (2)

>Film: "Slim Hopes.” Kilbourne, Jean dir. (1995: 30 min) OR “Still Killing Us Softly.” Kilbourne, Jean dir.
(1987: 32 min)

Bordo, Susan. 1993. Unbearable Weight. QReading the Slender BodyOP185-212.
WK6
9/24(M) Masculinities (1)

>Film: “Tough Guise” (85 min)

Connell, R.W. 1995. Masculinities. Berkeley: University Cdifornia Press. Ch3: The Social
Organization of Masculinity. P67-86.

9/26(W) Masculinities (2)

Foley, Douglas E. 1990. Learning Cepitalist Culture: Deep in the Heart of Tejas. Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press. Ch2: The Great American Football Ritual. P28-62.

WK7
10/1(M) Female Masculinity (1)

Halberstam, Judith. 1998. Female Masculinity. Durham: Duke University Press. Chl: An Introduction
to Female Masculinity: Masculinity without Men. P1-43.

10/3(W) Female Masculinity (2)
>Film: “You Don’t Know Dick” (58 min) OR “Shinjuku Boys” (53 min)

w Post midterm exam questions (Blackboard)

IV. Ethnography of the Transgender

WK8
10/8(M) FTM Transgender (1)

Kulick, Don. 1998. Travesti. OntroductionOP1-18; Chl Orhe Context of Travesti LifeOP19-43.

10/10(W) FTM Transgender (2)



Kulick, Don. 1998. Travesti. Ch3 A Man in the HouseOP96-133.

WK9
10/15(M) FTM Transgender (3)

Kulick, Don. 1998. Travesti. Ch4 Orhe Pleasure of ProstitutionOP134-190.

10/17(W) Ethnographic Study
Emerson, Robert M. Rachel 1. Fretz, Linda L. Shaw. 1995. Writing Ethnqgraphic Fi\el dnotes. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press. Chl Grieldnotes in Ethnographic ResearchOand Ch2 On the Field:
participating, Observing, and Jotting NotesOP 1-16; 17-38.

w Midterm exam due!

V. Gendered Category and Geopolitics

WK10
10/22(M) Gender as a Subjectivity Category (1)

Kulick, Don. 1998. Travesti. Chs Ofravesti Gendered SubjectivityOP191-238.

10/24(W) Gender as a Subjectivity Category (2)

Butler, Judith. 1990. Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity. New Y ork:
Routledge. Chl GBubjects of Sex/Gender/DesireOP1-34; Ch3 Ciubversive Bodily ActsOP128-141;
Conclusion Grrom Parody to PoliticsOP142-149.

WK11
10/29(M) The Colonial Critique

Mascia-Lees, Frances E., and Nancy Johnson Black. 2000. Gender and Anthropology. Ch 8 Orhe
Refl exive ApproachOP92-102.

Mohanty, Chandra. 1988. QUnder Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses.O
Feminist Review 30: 61-88.

10/31(W) Orientalism
>Film: “Edward Said on Orientalism” (40 min)

Said, Edward. 1978. Orientalism. In Literary Theory: An Anthology. J. Rivkin and M. Ryan, eds.
P873-886. Malden, Mass: Blackwell Publishers.

Lutz, Caherine A., and Jane L. Cdllins. 1997. The Cdlor of Sex: Postwar Photographic Histories of
Race and Gender in National Geographic Magazine In The Gender/Sexuality Reader: Culture,
History, Political Economy. R.N. Lancaster and M. Di Leonardo, eds. P291-306. New Y ork:
Routledge.

V1. Women’s Movements in a Non-Western Context

WK12
11/5(M) Non-Western Women’s Movement (1)

Mahmood, Saba. 2005. Politics of Piety. Chl Orhe Subject of FreedomOP1-39.



11/7(W) Non-Western Women’s Movement (2)

Mahmood, Saba. 2005. Politics of Piety. Ch2 Oropography of the Piety MovementOP40-78 OR Ch3
(Pedagogies of PersuasionOP79-117.

WK13
11/12(M) Non-Western Women’s Movement (3)
>Film: “Under One Sky.” (2000: 44 min) [

Mahmood, Saba. 2005. Politics of Piety. Ch 4 QPositive Ethics and Ritual ConventionsOP118-152.

11/14(W) Non-Western Women’s Movement (4)
Mahmood, Saba. 2005. Politics of Piety. Chs GAgency, Gender, EmbodimentOP153-188.

WK14
11/19(M) Empire and Colony

Stoler, Ann. 1989. Making Empire Respectable: The Politics of Race and Sexual Morality in 20th-
Century Cdonia Culture. American Ethnologist 16(4): 634-660.

Alarc—, Norma, Caren Kaplan, and Minoo Moallem. 1999. Introduction: Between Woman and
Nation. In Between Woman and Nation: Nationalisms, Transnational Feminisms, and the State. C.
Kaplan, N. Alarc—, and M. Moallem, eds. P1-16. Durham: Duke University Press.

11/21(W) NO CLASS (THANKSGIVING)

WK15
11/26(M) Group Project Presentation (1)

11/28(W) Group Project Presentation (2)

WK16
12/3(M) Group Project Presentation (3)

12/5(W) Future Directions of Gender Studies

Gardiner, Judith K. 2002. Ontroduction.Oln Masculinity Studies & Feminist Theory: New Directions.
JK. Gardiner, ed. P1-15; 22-29. New Y ork: Columbia University Press.

Kaplan, Caren, and Inderpal Grewal. 1999. Transnational Feminist Cultural Studies: Beyond the
Marxism/Poststructuralism/Feminism Divides. In Between Woman and Nation: Nationalisms,
Transnational Feminisms, and the Sate. C. Kaplan, N. Alarc-A, and M. Moallem, eds. P349-363.
Durham: Duke University Press.



